We present a case in which formed hallucinations were the sole presenting feature of an occipital infarct. The hallucinations occurred in the resulting hemianopic field. The localizing value ofsuch phenomena is discussed.
Introduction
The term hallucination refers to the perception of sensations in the absence of any external stimulus. Visual sensations may be produced by the stimulation of any part of the visual pathway, although such sensations may be no more than flashes of light.
Formed visual hallucination in a hemianopic visual field is a well-described phenomenon, but as a presenting symptom it is rare. The significance of visual hallucination in the hemianopic field as a localizing sign is controversial.
Case report
A 64 year old man presented to the ophthalmic department with a one-week history of formed hallucination in his right visual field. For 10 days prior to this he had experienced photopsias in the right field of vision. The patient was not aware of any visual field loss and there were no other neurological symptoms.
The hallucination occurred daily at various times, and lasted a few seconds at a time. It took the form of cats or small dogs. The patient recognized none of the animals as those he had seen or owned. They were of normal size and were realistic, sharp images. The hallucinations were always static and comprised a single animal looking up at the patient. The images disappeared with saccades but were unaffected by smooth pursuit movements.
The patient had had type 2B hyperlipidaemia, angina and hypertension diagnosed 15 years previously and his current treatment was diltiazam, atenolol, isosorbide mononitrate, glyceryl trinitrate and aspirin.
There was no previous ophthalmic history. His (Figure 1 ). However, it does support the contention that formed hallucination in the hemianopic field suggests an occipital lesion. This is obviously a rare presenting symptom, but one of which the clinician should be aware. 
